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SUBJ: NEW FOREIGN MINISTRY (MOFA) APPOINTMENTS 
REF: TEHRAN A-178, AUGUST 27,1975 

1. AT SHAH'S OCTOBER 26 BIRTHDAY AUDIENCE, NEW IRANIAN 
AMBASSADORS TO AUSTRALIA AND MEXICO WERE ANNOUNCED AND 
MOFA'S DIRGEN EOR CULTURAL AND SOCIAL AEFAIRS WAS NAMED 
HEAD OE MOFA'S PRESS DIRECTORATE. 

2. HOSSEIN ESHRAGHI BECOMES IRAN'S EIRST AMBASSADOR TO 
MEXICO. CAREER DIPLOMAT, AGE 45, WILE AND ONE DAUGHTER 
(AND OTHER CHILDREN BY HIS TWO EORMER WIVES). HE HAS BEEN 
AMBASSADOR TO AUSTRALIA SINCE OCTOBER 1972, AND PREVIOUSLY 
TWICE HEAD OE MOEA'S AMERICAN DIVISION AND CONSUL GENERAL IN 
NI NEW YORK. A PROTEGE OF EX-FONMIN AND CURRENT AMB TO US 
ZAHEDI, HE MAINTAINED EXCELLENT RELATIONS WITH AMERICANS 

IN HIS US-RELATED JOBS. HIW WIEE IS AN ATTRACTIVE, 

YOUNGER WOMAN ALSO WELL-DISPOSED TOWARD THE US. 

ESHRAGHI SPEAKS EXCELLENT ENGLISH AND FRENCH AND HAS 
A TEHRAN UNIVERSITY DEGREE IN POLITICAL SCIENCE AND LAW. 

2. ALI REZA HERA VI WILL REPLACE ESHRAGHI IN CANBERRA. 

BORN 1918, WITH AN ENGLISH UNIVERSITY DEGREE IN ECONOMICS 
AND PHILOSOPHY, HE IS A CAREER DIPLOMAT WHO HAS BEEN 
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1973. HE WAS PREVIOUSLY AMBASSADOR TO YUGOSLAVIA AND 
BULGARIA, COUNSELOR IN BAGHDAD, AND HAS SERVED TWICE IN 
WASHINGTON AS WELL AS WITH IRAN'S UN MISSION DURING 1947 
AZERBAIIAN CRISIS. ERIENDLY TOWARD AMERICANS, HERA VI 
NEVERTHELESS HAS INTENSE PRIDE IN IRAN AND ITS TRADITIONS. 

THOSE WHO HAVE DEALT WITH HIM CONSIDER HIM A BIT OF A 
DILETTANTE WHO HAS NEVER FULLY MASTERED HIS JOB. HIS 
SECOND MARRIAGE HAS JUST BROKEN UP. 

3. MAHMOUD SALEHI, 57, DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR CULTURAL AND 
SOCIAL AFFAIRS, COMBINES HERA VI'S PORTFOLIO WITH HIS OWN 
TO BECOME DIRGEN OF CUTURAL, SOCIAL, INFORMATION AND 
PRESS AFFAIRS. IN HIS PRESENT JOB SINCE FEBRUARY 1974, 

SALEHI WAS PREVIOUSLY AMBASSADOR TO TUNIS(WHERE WE 
UNDERSTAND HIS TOUR WAS SHORTENED BECAUSE OF DISSATISFACTION 
WITH HIS PERFORMANCE), AND BEFORE THAT HEAD OF MOFA'S PRESS 
DIRECTORATE. HAS LAW DEGREE FROM TEHRAN UNIVERSITY AND 

HAD BEEN A CAREER DIPLOMAT SINCE 1943. HAS MAINTAINED 
CLOSE RELATIONS WITH USIS HERE. 

4. COMMENT: WE UNDERSTAND THESE APPOINTMENTS WILL BE 
FOLLOWED BY ADDITIONAL MOFA SECOND-ECHELON CHANGES IN 
COMING MONTHS. 

HELMS 
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